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Welcome to Rio+20 
This briefing note contains important information for Local Government delegates attending the 
Rio+20 conference. ICLEI has prepared some key information for all delegates pre-registered via 
ICLEI and will update this information closer to the start of Rio+20 in some days. 

We are happy to share our briefing material also with other local government representatives who 
wish to receive further information about the Rio+20 Conference although not being registered via 
ICLEI.   

�  We encourage you to carefully read all sections. We also strongly recommend you print the last 
version of this document and take it with you to Rio de Janeiro.   

For the most up to date information, please check our website: www.iclei.org/rio20 

I. Background information and framework 

Local Authority Major Group (LAMG) 
Various actors have a direct involvement in Rio+20.  Besides UN Member States and multiple UN 
bodies, there are nine so-called Major Groups representing particular groups of the global world 
within the UN system.  The Major Groups have official representation in many parts of the UN, in 
order to build bridges between these globally relevant actors and the UN system.  

 

Figure 1: Rio+20 Institutions and actors 

The Local Authorities Major Group (LAMG), as one of these nine groups, includes ICLEI as Local 
Authority Major Group Co-Organizing Partner (LAMG OP), a status which only ICLEI has had since 
the beginning of the Rio+20 process in May 2010. In December 2011 UCLG also became a Co-
Organizing Partner, as did nrg4SD in May 2012. The LAMG constituency also includes C40, several 
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national and regional associations of local authorities and some individual municipalities. The LAMG 
OPs have also been in consultation with the European Committee of Regions. 

UN DESA is the UN body which has been responsible for the organizing the follow-up process to the 
first Rio Conference, especially through convening the  annual Commission on Sustainable 
Development meetings in New York which were set up at the first Rio conference in 1992.  ICLEI has 
been the LGMA partner to UN DESA since the beginning and often brought local government 
delegations to these annual meetings of the Commission on Sustainable Development. Taking now 
part in the preparatory process of Rio+20 is a natural continuation of these 20 years efforts to link the 
global and the local level. 

ICLEI’s mission   is to channel Local Government input into the UN process and coordinate Local 
Government involvement in Rio+20 to make sure the voices of local governments are being heard on 
the global level.  

See also the ICLEI Rio+20 Briefing Sheet (from 2011 however) available at 

http://local2012.iclei.org/fileadmin/files/ICLEI_Rio_20_Briefing_Sheet_20110906.pdf 

 

Rio+20 negotiations update 
Rio+20 is concerned with two major themes:  

(I) a green economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication, and  
(II) an Institutional Framework for Sustainable Development.   

It also includes three objectives:  
(1) secure renewed political commitment for sustainable development,  
(2)   assess the progress to date and the remaining gaps in the implementation of the outcomes of the 
major summits on sustainable development, and  
(3) address new and emerging challenges.  

These themes and objectives were defined in the resolution of the UN General Assembly of December 
2009 which called for Rio+20. 

What will be agreed among the UN Member States on these issues will be reflected in an outcome 
document decided upon at Rio+20.  The so called “zero draft” is the earliest draft version of the final 
Rio+20 outcome document, prepared by the UN based on input from all countries and stakeholders 
submitted in November 2011.  Urban issues and local governments were prominently reflected in this 
zero draft. 

The “zero draft” has now been discussed among the UN Members States at multiple preparatory 
meetings at the UN headquarters in New York.  The ”zero draft text” is subject to various revisions, as 
countries seek consensus. Major Groups have been advocating for their issues to be fully included. 

What has been agreed so far at the preparatory meetings in New York?  

From the original “zero draft” in January 2012, the draft outcome document had mushroomed to 
almost unreadable length and bracketed text elements (bracketed text elements indicate that at least 
one UN member state or observer has a differing opinion and does not agree with this text as it 
stands). .  

The two weeks of negotiations in late April/early May made good progress on streamlining this text, 
dealing in two Working Groups with different sections of the text.  Many issues were agreed upon, but 
some crucial ones remain not yet agreed upon, including the Green Economy, details of Sustainable 
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Development Goals and arrangements for the future Institutional Framework for Sustainable 
Development. 

Please visit the link to the final IISD report available at http://www.iisd.ca/vol27/enb2735e.html for a 
comprehensive overview of the status of negotiations as of end May 2012.  It includes a brief history 
of all relevant conferences since 1972, a detailed analysis and reporting of the past preparatory 
meeting in New York, and a final analytical section of "What's at stake in Rio?". 

The last preparatory meeting in New York will take place from 29 May to 2 June. Delegates will then 
reconvene in Rio for the final preparatory meeting from 13 to 16 June 2012. 

 

ICLEI Rio+20 preparations and advocacy 
ICLEI has decided to invest capacities and to very actively contribute to the Rio+20 preparations for 
several reasons, among these: 

·  The role and relevance of cities and local governments to and in global affairs continues to 
grow. It is increasingly acknowledged by national governments (see developments in the 
implementation of the Convention for Biological Diversity and the Framework Convention on 
Climate Change). The key message that local government must be recognized and empowered 
as key implementing partners cannot be repeated often enough. 

·  The notion of a Green Economy and the Sustainable Development Goals will have relevance 
far beyond this Rio+20 conference and even if an international consensus of the nations would 
not be reached. 

·  Our Members expect us to play an active and key role at such relevant UN events as this, since 
this is in the core mandate of ICLEI. ICLEI aims to be the voice for local governments 
concerned about the state of the global sustainability and environment. Positions brought 
forward by ICLEI reflect their knowledge, concerns and priorities in global policies, which are 
likely to become or affect national and local policies in future. 

 

What has ICLEI been doing to involve local governme nts in the Rio+20 debate 

and make sure that their voices are heard?  

First of all, ICLEI is the only Local Government Organization which has been present and actively 

engaged at every single UN preparatory meeting from May 2010 to June 2012. In addition, ICLEI has 

worked on a number of substantive contributions. The most important ones are described below. 

ICLEI submission to the “zero draft” on behalf of i ts Members 

Until 1 November 2011, UN DESA was collecting input from all national governments and all major 

groups by offering that all could send in their proposals. ICLEI submitted input and the respective text 

can be found on 

http://local2012.iclei.org/fileadmin/files/ICLEI_Submission_for_Rio_20_Zero_Draft_20111031_01.p

df 
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Local Sustainability 2012 Global Study and 14 Case Studies 

ICLEI has prepared and compiled a Local Sustainability 2012 Global Study as well as 14 

accompanying case studies.  These serve as a contribution to the global discussion towards Rio+20 

and to provide analysis, examples, positions, messages, media work and more. 

These studies document the variety of local sustainability processes such as progress in Local Agenda 

21by analyzing the impacts of local processes from 1992 to now to propose new ways forward for 

local governments in their need to make their cities more resource-efficient, resilient and human, and  

to green their urban economies. The studies also outline the governance framework necessary at the 

national and international level for local governments to successfully contribute to global 

sustainability. 

You can find these documents soon on www.iclei.org/rio20 

Inclusive Green Urban Economy 

ICLEI has coined the term inclusive Green Urban Economy to propose a translation of a global goal, 

such as Green Economy, to the local level, similar as in 1992 “Agenda 21” was translated into “Local 

Agenda 21”. 

Green Urban Economy shows how important urban areas are for the global green economy and to 

relate the global goal of greening the economy to the activities of local governments and other city 

stakeholders.  

Green Urban Economy refers to the huge contribution urban economies can make to greening the 

economy. It also points to the key role local governments play in kicking-off, shaping, managing, 

facilitating and steering processes to turn urban economy more green and inclusive.   

The meanwhile dated briefing sheet on the Green Urban Economy (ICLEI 2011) sought to initiate the 

debate. 

Since ICLEI has been undertaking several related activities, including: 

·  Green Economy survey among  cities worldwide by LSE Cities and ICLEI (2012); 

·  Expert Forum on Green Urban Economy by the German Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ) in cooperation with ICLEI (May 2012); 

·  The Economy of Green Cities: A World Compendium on the Green Urban Economy book 
edited by ICLEI and to be published by Springer in mid 2012. 

·  Report on the role of local governments in promoting renewable energy business for a 
green urban economy by University of Amsterdam and ICLEI (2012).  

 

For a comprehensive overview of all ICLEI’s Rio+20 related activities and publications and 

documents please see http://local2012.iclei.org/publications/ 
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Will Rio be a success? ICLEI’s view 
It is impossible to predict. There is no consensus yet among the negotiating nations on major items 
such as Green Economy, future institutions to be decided upon for the Institutional Framework for 
Sustainable Development (IFSD), the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) or many other 
important items.  

On the other hand, over 130 Heads of State and Government have confirmed their participation and 
overall around 50.000 participants are expected. Many important organizations, countries and 
individuals are stepping up the rhetoric to point out the need for a strong, ambitious outcome. 

ICLEI will evaluate the outcome along the following criteria 

- Is there progress and advancement in defining a role strong for local governments and 
empowering them as key implementation partners? 

- Are the nations committing to ensure (joint) mechanisms which give preference and benefits to 
sustainable development and behavior over a continuation of exploiting natural and human 
resources? (greening the  economy could be one example of this) 

- Do the nations commit to act rather than to add a declaration? 
- Will impulses be given by Rio+20 which acknowledge, enable, empower, motivate and 

strengthen all those which act towards sustainability so it can be seen as a starting point rather 
than a moment of meaningless speeches. 

It is too early to comment outcome or failure of Rio+20, positive skepticism is the best characteristics 
for the moment.  

(This paragraph can hopefully be updated after the next round of PrepMeetings taking part in New 
York between 29 May and 2 June.) 
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II. At the Rio+20 Conference 

Local government delegation(s)  
As an accredited organization (as ICLEI has been since 1992), we can pre-register individuals at the 
UN, normally our Members and immediate partners. This was done in the past months with a final 
deadline of 27 May.  

ICLEI applied a set of criteria for this pre-registration which included that we aimed at a small but 
powerful delegation. Hopefully we will powerful, but we will not be small. Although by far not all 
requests for registration were accepted, ICLEI has meanwhile nominated more than 500 individuals to 
the UN and thus the ICLEI local government delegation will be one of the largest of all major group 
organizations.  

Many more local authority representatives have been pre-registered via other local government 
networks or through their national governments. In so far, the presence of local governments will be 
visible at the Rio+20 Conference, and we aim at speaking with one voice. 

ICLEI is happy to share information with all those being interested and to include all local government 
representatives in the joint advocacy process, independently from how they are formally registered at 
the UN Conference. 

Advocacy at the UN conference 

Advocacy is the main purpose of attending such an UN event. Advocacy can include: 

·  Listening to the negotiations and speaking to negotiators of the UN member states in informal 
settings such as hallways and cafés (you can find a guide published by Stakeholder Forum in 
collaboration with UNEP on how to lobby. This guide, however, has to be purchased for 18 � : 
http://www.stakeholderforum.org/sf/index.php/our-publications/books-in-our-
publications/104-how-to-lobby-at-intergovernmental-meetings);  

·  Sharing information and observations with colleagues, drawing conclusions and reaching 
consensus on joint statements (e.g. for media); 

·  Speaking at open sessions (not negotiations), especially in side events; 

·  Networking with other local leaders, with delegations from national governments, from 
business, from NGOs et cetera. 

 

Opportunities to take part in negotiations and related 
events, access limits 
�  Please read first: Venues (part VII)  

The Rio+20 negotiations will take place at “Riocentro”, a venue in the management of the UN to 
which no one can have access without a badge, based on pre-registration and on-the-spot registration. 

However, access to the venue does not automatically mean access to the negotiation rooms 
themselves. This is limited to Major Group delegates with so-called “secondary badges”, non-



Rio+20 ICLEI Delegation Briefing, version 1 as of 30 May 2012   10 

personalized entrance cards which are limited in number.  This is because the room capacity of the 
conference rooms is limited. 

The schedule for the Rio+20 conference itself is available at 

http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/content/documents/480orgworkconf.pdf  

 

Negotiations 

For the main plenary hall where the negotiations will take place, each Major Group will have 15 
secondary passes, which can be exchanged among people for different sessions. Access for a Major 
Group representative does not mean that this person can intervene in the negotiations but can listen 
and speak bilaterally to the negotiators. 

These 15 tickets will be distributed within the Local Authority Major Group.  One key goal is that we 
guarantee continuous local government presence in these negotiations with a high continuity of people 
and a system of feeding back experiences and information collected.  

�  Please attend the daily morning meetings of the Local Authority Major Group (see below) and 
let ICLEI know in advance if you are interested in receiving one of these 15 tickets.  

In addition, the UN is planning to have further large rooms available where the proceedings are shown 
on live video feed. 

Stakeholder Forum has compiled a document with pictures of all negotiators at Rio+20.  You can find 
this document here: http://www.stakeholderforum.org/fileadmin/files/Photobook_Rio+20web.pdf as 
well as attached to this email. 

Opening and closing plenary (20 and 22 June) 

There will also be one speaker per major group in the Rio+20 opening plenary, and we are asking if 
this would also be possible in the closing plenary. These opportunities are shared among the partners 
of the LAMG and will then be offered to interested Members. Getting such a speaking slot requires 
competencies, prior coordination of messages and a certain experience with the UN culture. Let us 
know your interest. 

Ministerial round tables 

One very important element of Rio+20 will be the high-level round tables on “Looking at the way 
forward in implementing the expected outcomes of the Conference”. Major Group delegates will be 
able to participate at these Round Tables. It currently looks like each Major Group will have 3 
participants in total for the 4 Round Tables which will take place. The 9 Major Groups will have to 
work out amongst themselves which group attends which Round Tables. Further details for the Round 
Tables are not yet know. 

Sustainable Development Dialogues (16-19 June) 

This series of 9 events of 2 hours each is organized by the Brazilian government. For the Sustainable 
Development Dialogues from 16-19 June, each major group will be able to bring on average 83 
participants per session. Please see the separate section for further details of the Sustainable 
Development Dialogues.  
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III. How you keep yourself informed 
 

There are some key possibilities to keep yourself informed in the middle of thousands of people and in 
constantly changing environments 

·  Check website frequently, especially those of the UN and ICLEI’s website (see links at the 
very end); 

·  Read the daily newspaper which is disseminated at the entrance doors.it includes a short 
summary from the previous day and all registered events of the current day; 

·  Attend the daily briefing sessions of LGMA. 
 

Daily Local Government Briefings  
(each morning 9.15-10.00) 

Briefing meetings for local government representatives will be will be a joint effort of all partners in 
the Local Authorities Major Group. They will be held every morning from 9.15-10.00 h to inform 
delegates of the status of the negotiations and to plan activities for the day.  
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IV. ICLEI events around and at the UN conference 
 

ICLEI has organized various sessions at and around the UN conference, including: 

ICLEI World Congress 
14-17 June 2012, Belo Horizonte, Brazil 

Every three years, ICLEI members and partners gather at an ICLEI World Congress to showcase their 
actions over the period and discuss strategies for the following years. The ICLEI World Congress is 
the main event our association of Local Governments for Sustainability and has been hosted by 
expressive cities such as Athens, Greece (2003); Cape Town, South Africa (2006); and Edmonton, 
Canada (2009).  

In 2012, the ICLEI World Congress will take place in the member city of Belo Horizonte, Brazil and 
will deal with the pressing issues facing local governments and urban areas in this unpredictable era of 
change.  

Closely linked to the UN Rio+20 conference, the ICLEI World Congress 2012 will also provide 
messages to Rio+20 which will be presented at Rio by the Mayors of Belo Horizonte and Rio de 
Janeiro. 

 

Rio+20 Global Town Hall 
Between 18-22 June, Athletes Park 

Hosted by the Government of Rio de Janeiro State, the Rio+20 Global Town Hall will be held at 
Athletes Park, across the street from the official Rio+20 proceedings, ensuring easy participation in 
and synergies between the two events. 
The Global Town Hall will run between 18-22 June, allowing participation by local government 
representatives who will be attending ICLEI’s World Congress in Belo Horizonte (14-17 June). 

Connecting city leaders to global leaders: The sessions will focus on: 
·  key global sustainability issues in an increasingly urbanizing world, 
·  sustainable urban development under global trends such as population growth, urbanization, 

climate change, fossil fuel scarcity, biodiversity loss, etc.; 
·  the Rio+20 themes: inclusive green urban economy and sustainable development governance 

from the local to the global level 

On 18 June the Rio+20 Global Town Hall will  
�  host a debate on the contributions of local authorities and businesses to achieve sustainable 

development in a rapidly urbanizing world with a special focus on the Chinese situation (UNEP, 
ICLEI).  

�  Moreover the role of city governments in leading a transformation to a resource efficient and 
green economy will be addressed including the analysis of common tools and measures in 
improving resource efficiency in cities with the goal to promote the establishment of a Global 
Initiative for Resource Efficient Cities (UNEP, ICLEI).  

�  A special advance preview of messages from the Cities and Biodiversity Outlook (CBO), the 
world’s first global assessment of the links between urbanization, biodiversity and ecosystem 
services, to be released at CBD COP 11 in Hyderabad, India in October 2012, will be presented.  
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�  The Forest Stewardship Council will then lead a session outlining how those responsible for 
procurement at the city level can use standards and certification to drive their sustainability 
agenda.  

�  The day will end with the release of the Green Urban Economy report that ICLEI and the 
German Development Cooperation (GIZ) have prepared for the Rio+20 event. 
 

On 20 June the Rio+20 Global Town Hall will  

�  Host a series of cities roundtables in which local leaders will highlight concrete local examples 
on how local governments are already actively contributing to a green urban economy and to a 
sustainable development governance.  

�  A special session will be dedicated to the world’s first urban cap-and-trade program, 
implemented since 2010 by the Tokyo Metropolitan Government and on the basis of such a 
successful example now scheduled to start its test phase also in the State of Rio and in a number 
of Chinese cities. 

On 21 June, mayors and other local leaders will meet with decision-makers and representatives from 
national governments, the UN, science, business and civil society for the high-level "Cities 
Leadership Day", with thematic fora coordinated by ICLEI. The day will conclude with linking the 
discussion to the concurrent Rio+20 negotiations that go on in parallel, and look at how these will 
impact on the urban future and what actions are available for cities to act. Heads of state have been 
invited to give statements on Sustainability Leadership for the Urban World 2030. 
 
On 22 June, the final day of the UN Summit, the Governor of the State of Rio will convene a joint day 
for associations of local and sub-national government organizations to send a joint message to the 
world. On this final day of the Rio+20 Global Town Hall program the culminating messages from the 
previous days of discussions and negotiations will be presented to the audience and to the world.  
 
Please note that the final timing of sessions has not been decided yet and there might be slight changes 
in allocation of program slots. Other sessions are currently under development and will be 
communicated soon.  

�  For up-to-date information on program check www.iclei.org/rio20 and go to “Global Town 
Hall” 

The largest partnership for urban sustainability at Rio+20 
The Rio+20 Global Town Hall can rely on a strong partnership and support from key actors, including 
the generous hosting by the Government of the State of Rio the Janeiro and 
cooperation with the City of Rio de Janeiro. Among the endorsing partner are  

·  UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme) 
·  UNDESA (United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs) 
·  UNFCCC (UN Climate Change Secretariat) 
·  UNCCD (United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification) 
·  UNCBD (United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity) 
·  UN ISDR (UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction) 
·  UNIDO (United Nations Industrial Development Organization) 
·  UN Global Compact 
·  ENVI (EU Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety) 
·  CoR, the European Committee of the Regions 
·  World Business Council on Sustainable Development (WBCSD) 
·  FNP (Frente Nactional de Prefeitos) 
·  ICSU (International Council for Science) 
·  Wuppertal Institute 
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The wide range partners had been invited to co-design the program for the shared purpose of 
strengthening the local voice and the dialogue between local, regional and national governments, the 
UN, science, business, civil society and other experts on just and sustainable urbanization.  

 

ICLEI Rio+20 side event 

21 June 2012, 19:00- 20.30 h, Room P3-6 (tbc) at Riocentro 

Side events at a UN Conference give organizing institutions the opportunity to present their positions 
and have over time developed into a great opportunity to demonstrate partnerships and joint efforts. 

ICLEI’s side event at Rio+20 will focus on the question: How can we ensure at least basic, decent 
livelihoods for all with more equity and social justice when current trends indicate that by 2030 
climatic changes will have taken effect, life-supporting ecosystems will have collapsed and scarcity 
will have led to significant price increases in water, food, mineral oil, natural gas, and many materials? 

ICLEI’s vision is not to merely look at the status quo and make incremental improvements to it, but 
rather to consider the systemic changes we need to make now in order to ensure sustained human life 
on earth. Within this approach, the side event will consider specifically how we must design our cities 
today in order to create a sustainable urban future. Which decisions have to be taken today and by 
whom in order to create a sustainable city by 2030? 

Facilitator : Gino van Begin, ICLEI Deputy Secretary General  

Speakers (status as of end May 2012 and potentially subject of change): 

·  Incoming ICLEI President (to be elected at ICLEI World Congress) 

·  Eduardo Paes, Mayor of Rio de Janeiro (tbc) 

·  Philippe Joubert, Senior Advisor, World Business Council on Sustainable Development 

·  NN, Government of Sweden 

·  Herbert Girardet, Co-Founder, World Future Council 

·  Manish Bapna or Andrew Steer, Acting President, World Resources Institute 

·  Lasse Gustavsson, International Executive Director of Conservation, WWF 

·  NN, Rio+20s Youth Movement 
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V. Local government and urban events at Rio+20 
ICLEI has tried to help coordinating events of local government at the Rio+20 Conference and at other 
places in Rio. The main goal was and is to ensure that local governments speak with one voice and are 
seen as various but united organizations.   

As of late May 2012 we are not so sure if this coordination has been successful as various 
organizations have announced events, even overlapping in time, without consulting with others.  

To support local government delegates, ICLEI shares information as known today. 

Especially for Mayors who can only stay in Brazil for a short time, we have developed the special 
“Mayors’ Route to Rio” to highlight the most important local governments events.  

Please find under: www.iclei.org/rio20 

 
Figure 2: Selected Local Government events around Rio+20 

 

As a service to all attending local government representatives, ICLEI has also started to compile a list 
of events at Rio+20 which are of particular relevance for Local Government s and which you may be 
interested in attending. The list will be continuously updated and can be found online at 
http://local2012.iclei.org/iclei-and-rio-20/. 
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VI. Further events accompanying the UN 
conference 

Sustainable Development Dialogues (SDD)  
The Sustainable Development Dialogues (SDD) are a series of two hour events on 10 key subjects 

organized by the Government of Brazil from 16 to 19 June 2012. They are a way to allow important 

actors and organizations other than national governments and UN entities to make official input to 

Rio+20. To find out more about the Sustainable Development Dialogues, please visit 

http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&type=13&nr=596&menu=46. 

The SDD already begun online with an open and inclusive online platform for discussion of the 10 
topics by everyone interested – see www.riodialogues.org. The top 10 recommendations from the 
online platform will be discussed at the live dialogues. Each live dialogue session will choose about 
three top recommendations which will be brought forward into the Rio+20 high-level round tables. 

One of these 10 Dialogues is about Sustainable Cities and Innovation. This session, taking place on 
18 June with a private meeting of the panelists from 18:30 to 19:30 and the plenary from 19:30 to 
22:00 in Riocentro, will be an important session for which we encourage you to express your interest 
in attending. David Cadman, ICLEI President, will be speaking at this session. 

The SDD are open to a limited amount of participants, about 2000 due to the maximum room 
capacity. The Brazilian government is still working on the best way to select those who may attend 
and to provide them with access to one or several of these Dialogues.  

�  If you like to attend the Sustainable Development Dialogues, you should register at 
http://formularios.itamaraty.gov.br/rio20/f2.  Even if you are unsure whether you want to attend 
these dialogues, we recommend you register so the option is kept open.  There is no deadline as 
of yet, but please register as soon as possible as the registration will close soon and the deadline 
will be announced on short notice. I think the deadline may actually be 25 May. Let’s see if it is 
still open after that!  

After this registration closes you will still have a chance to access the Dialogues via the Major Group 
system. The nine Major Groups will have a total of 750 for registered Rio+20 participants to access 
each dialogue session and will ensure that they are shared in a reasonable way. 

 

Sustainable Development (SD) Learning Programme 
Courses 
Registration for the SD-Learning Programme Courses for the Rio+20 Conference in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil which will be held in June 2012 is now available on the website through the link below. 
Instructions to apply are located on the right hand side "Apply to Participate". Please see the below 
link for more information. 

http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/meetings_sdlearning.html. 
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VII. Logistics  
 

UN preliminary information 

The UN has published a preliminary information document where you can find useful information.  

This can be found under the following link as well as an attachment to this email: 

http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/content/documents/350information%20note%2024%20May.pdf ase 

 

Medication and immunizations 

It is relevant that you check the status of your vaccinations for Brazil. Please see a doctor and decide if 
you need to refresh or even add vaccinations.  Please also note that Brazil has Dengue fever 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dengue_fever) and that there was an outbreak a couple weeks ago in 
some parts of Rio de Janeiro. The mosquitos bite also during the day, but one does not realize it. 
Vaccination is not possible, therefore protecting the body with clothes and sprays is necessary.  

Over-the-counter medication, such as anti-inflammatory drugs, antipyretics, and painkillers, does not 
require a doctor’s prescription, and may be purchased at any pharmacy in Brazil, often by telephone. 
The purchase of certain drugs, such as antibiotics and antidepressants, requires a prescription, which 
must be written by a Brazilian doctor accredited by the Regional Council of Medicine (Conselho 
Regional de Medicina - CRM) of the state where the medication is to be purchased. 

Travelers are advised to bring with them all medication that they use regularly, along with a document 
or doctor’s prescription verifying that the medication is for personal use (the document or prescription 
must be in Portuguese, English, French, or Spanish). 

Traveling to Brazil 

Most international flights land at airports in São Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Recife or Salvador, from where 
you can get connecting flights to all other major Brazilian cities. Please be aware that São Paulo and 
Rio de Janeiro have international airports far outside the city and national airports close to the inner 
city. Transfers between these airports can take several hours.  

Visas 

We strongly advise you to check with the Brazilian consulate in your country before making travel 
arrangements. You are fully responsible for ensuring that you are able to enter Brazil with the correct 
documents. To find the consulate of your country, you can use this website (in Portuguese): 
http://www.portalconsular.mre.gov.br/. 

As a general rule, Brazil requests visas based on the principle of reciprocity of treatment given to 
Brazilian citizens. For an indicative list of countries which do not require a visa, you can check: 
http://www.brazilsf.org/ visa_eng.htm. 
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Conference venues: Riocentro and Athletes Park 

The Rio+20 conference will take place at the   

Riocentro Convention Center  
Av. Salvador Allende, 6 
555 Rio de Janeiro 
State of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil  

Riocentro is located about 30 kilometers outside of central Rio de Janeiro, approximately 50 
minutes by freeway from the center of Rio de Janeiro and a 40-minute drive from Rio de Janeiro 
International Airport. See map below. 

�  Attention: Rio Centro (spelled with separate words) is the city center (downtown) of Rio de 
Janeiro, whereas Riocentro is a congress venue used for the UN Conference! 

 

The Athletes Park, in front of Riocentro, will be the venue for the Rio+20 Global Town Hall and 

other pavilions and stands. 

 

Figure 3: Map of RioCentro 
 

Pavilion 1: participants entrance; accreditation area for the press and official delegates. 
Pavilion 2: food court and other services. 
Pavilion 3: media center and conference rooms. 
Pavilion 4: arrival area of convoys whose Heads of Delegation are not Heads of State or Government; 
VIP lounge for Brazilian and foreign authorities; room for bilateral meetings of officials who are not 
Heads of State or Government; delegation support offices; two ecumenical rooms for meditation (one 
for women and one for men); an auditorium seating 272 people. 
Pavilion 5: Plenary 
Temporary Pavilion: representatives of the major groups accredited by the UN will occupy the 
temporary pavilion, between Pavilions 1 and 2; this area will be used for side events such as 
conferences, seminars, and presentations.  
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Figures 4 and 5: Area map of the UN Rio+20 venue Riocentro and surrounding area 

The other places and arenas circled are potential venues for side events and for the activities of 
stakeholders.  

Hotels 

The hotel situation in Rio remains challenging and the rooms in hotels close to the UN venue, 
Riocentro are in many cases already completely booked. We therefore strongly encourage you to book 
your accommodation as soon as possible and look into private accommodation options as well. 

 

 

 

Riocentro & 

Athletes Park 
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Access restrictions 

Riocentro: strongest restriction and under UN regime. Access is only possible if pre-registered. Upon 
arrival, on-the-spot registration is needed to receive a badge (see below). 

Athletes Park: Athletes Park is directly managed by the Brazilian Government. From 13 until 19 
June, it will be open to the public through registration on the spot; as part of the ICLEI's delegation, 
your names have already been communicated to the Athletes Park managers but you will still need to 
briefly register on site.  

On 20-22 June there will be no public registration. Athletes Park will be accessible only for delegates 
registered for Rio+20 or included in lists previously given to the responsible persons. Every day, 
Athletes Park will be accessible between 11 and 19 and registration will open at 10:30. 

Locations in town: there will be many extra events at various places in Rio. No formal access 
limitation is in place but it can happen that events are on invitation only. 

Local transport in Rio 

It is now confirmed that major group delegates will be able to use the transport shuttles which the 

Brazilian government will provide for all delegates. Routes and timetables have not yet been 

published. More information will hopefully be available later, please also check the UN website. 

Rio de Janeiro has a good public transportation network. Rio's subway system runs from 5:00 to 
12:00, Monday to Saturday, and from 7:00 to 23:00 on Sundays and holidays. Most bus service lines 
operate around the clock.  Please check 
http://www.rio20.gov.br/clientes/rio20/rio20/useful_information/no-rio-1/transporte for up-to-date 
information, the bus and subway schedules, and anything else you would need to know.   

There are mixed recommendations if the use of public transport in Rio is safe. Please take your own 
decision. 

Avoid using cars to go to Conference venues. In the cases when you  really must take a car or taxi, 
please  be aware that  that traffic will be very dense as many more people will be in Rio de Janeiro due 
to the conference and it might take you several hours trying to get anywhere by car. 

Distribution of material 

The UN as well as ICLEI strongly discourage paper distribution of promotional material at Rio+20.  
The Rio+20 Secretariat is currently preparing a way to electronically distribute material.  Please be 
sustainable and remember why we are here! If you have to bring paper material, make sure that it is 
small in format and easily fits in your pocket.  There will be almost no opportunity to display any kind 
of material such as flyers and pamphlets at the venue. 

There will be a small exhibition space for the nine Major Groups. The LAMG Organizing Partners are 
currently awaiting detailed information in order to establish a system for the networks and individual 
local governments to display information, most likely on the basis of daily rotation of posters. Do not 
expect a real exhibition space! 

Mobile phones 

Please check the UN website for information on how you can equip yourself with mobile phones. 

The Brazilian government writes: Before travelling, check whether your carrier offers roaming 

services in Brazil. If it does not, and you have an unlocked phone, you can buy pre-paid SIM cards, 

from one of the four carriers operating in Rio de Janeiro (Oi, Claro, TIM and Vivo). To call, after 
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buying the SIM card, simply purchase a recharge card, starting at three reais (depending on the 

carrier).   

Electricity 

Voltage in Rio de Janeiro is 110 Volt. 

Adapters 

Visitors should power adapters that comply with the IEC 60906-1 Brazilian standard for adapters (see 
image below): 

 

Lockers/Lost and Found 

At the entrance of Pavilion 1, lockers and lost & found services will be available. 

Banks and ATMs 

The service area located in Pavilion 1 will have bank agencies of Banco do Brasil and Caixa 

Econômica Federal, open from 10:00 to 18:00. ATMs will be available 24hs in Pavilions 2, 3 and 4 

from 13 to 22 June. 

Currency exchange 

Bank agencies located in Pavilion 1 will be prepared for currency exchange. 

Food 

There will be a food court in Pavilion 2 from 9:00 to 21:00 from 10 to 22 June. The cafeteria in 

Pavilion 1 will function from 9:30 to 21:00 from 7 to 22 June. In Pavilions 3 and 4 cafeterias will be 

open from 9:30 to 19:30 from 10 to 22 June.  

Internet Use 

Wireless Internet access will be provided at Riocentro for registered participants. Those interested 

should bring their laptops, tablets, or smartphones, making sure their devices are installed with WiFi 

network adapters. If in doubt, consult your IT technician before traveling. 

PCs previously set up at Riocentro, including those located in the delegation support offices, will also 

have wireless Internet connections. Each delegation will also have a cable jack for Internet. For 

security reasons, the use of data sharing devices (hubs, modems, switches, and routers) will not be 

allowed. 



Rio+20 ICLEI Delegation Briefing, version 1 as of 30 May 2012   22 

VIII. Pre-registration / Nomination/ Registration /  
Access 

Each of you has pre-registered via ICLEI (or another organization) to the UN and has received a 
confirmation letter.  You will need to bring this letter with you to the actual conference in Rio de 
Janeiro along with a valid ID with a picture such as a passport to get your Rio+20 access badge, where 
you will then have to register on the spot.  

The United Nations Accreditation Centre will start providing passes to pre-registered major group 
representatives on 9 June 2012 at Pavilion 1 of Riocentro, according to the following office hours: 

 

7-10 June  9:00  – 18:00  

11-12 June  9:00 – 19:00 

13 June  8:00 – 19:00 

14-17 June  9:00 – 18:00 

18-19 June  8:00 – 20:00  

20 June  8:00 – 21:00  

21 June  8:00 – 18:00  

22 June  9:00 – 15:00  

 

Please also check: http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/logistics.html for latest information. 

 

It is expected that on the key days, such as 19 and 20 June, you may have to queue, particularly in the 
morning, and the registration may take some time.  Everyone is therefore encouraged to register as 
early as possible and if possible before 19 June, if you are already in Rio.   

Your name will be already be in the UN computer, thanks to the pre-registration by ICLEI.  A photo 

will be taken and a special badge will be produced for you.  In case of any issues there will be a 

special booth to assist you. In case of serious problems with the UN registration and you need 

assistance from ICLEI please refer to the contact persons below. 

The venue, Riocentro, holds 38.000 people, so that it is expected everyone registered will also be able 
to get in. However, please note that the Rio+20 Secretariat is entitled to enforce access restrictions 
depending on the capacity of the venue and the security conditions each day. In such an event, we will 
inform you by email on the arrangements as soon as we receive the information from the UN. Please 
check your emails as frequently as possible. 

Please be aware that apart from the registration upon arrival, one needs to pass the security check 
points each time when entering the congress venue. In peak times this also can take a long while. 

Access and security system at Rio+20 

Riocentro will be the venue for UN member state negotiations and deliberations and will be under the 

responsibility of the UN (and not of the Brazilian government). It is only accessible with pre-

registration through the UN system, followed by on-site registration at the venue.   
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Athletes Park follows a different protocol since it is directly managed by the Brazilian Government. 
Until 19 June, it will be open to the public through registration on the spot.  As part of the ICLEI's 
delegation, your names have already been communicated to the Athletes Park managers for speeding 
up the registration process.  

In the days between 20 and 22 June, there will be no public registration but Athletes Park will be 
accessible only for delegates registered for Rio+20.   

Athletes Park will be accessible between 11:00 and 19:00, registration will open at 10:30 every 
morning. Therefore, if you want to attend the Global Town Hall sessions starting at 11:30, to make 
sure to be there in time we recommend you go to Athletes Park at 10:30 already. 

Other events in hotels and other venues around Rio de Janeiro are mostly freely accessible, but 

some may require separate registrations.  

Mayors and speakers at Athletes Park 

Mayors and speakers will probably be able to skip the queue at Athletes Park.  ICLEI will provide a 

list of all these people to the organizers to help for a smooth transition from Riocentro to Athletes 

Park. 
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IX. UN conference culture 
UN Conferences follow a special culture, and it is easier to work for advocacy or other purposes if this 
culture is known. 

Tips for behavior at Rio+20 

·  Please be courteous to every participant at Rio+20 even if you feel highly frustrated by 
positions of some nations or do not accept their policy.   

·  Please put your mobile phones on silent and if you have to talk on your phone, please go 
outside.  During negotiations, please be quiet as everyone is working hard to come to an 
agreement. 

·  In UN negotiations, each UN Member State has a plaque with the name of the country. Please 
do not sit behind or touch these plaques. 

·  Local Authorities also have such a plaque and in case you are in a room in an official function, 
please sit behind this plaque, also to demonstrate that local governments are present. 

·  The dress code at UN meetings is normally formal attire or national dress. On the Rio+20 
website, it says “in terms of clothing, informality prevails in Rio de Janeiro. 

Gifts 

It is a very nice gesture to bring gifts to events and thus please hosts, colleagues, speakers and others. 
May we for this occasion propose a “no gift policy” as the transportation of gifts and the carrying over 
days may cause a problem as well as recipients might feel sorry that they have not planned in an equal 
way. 
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X. Communication in Rio and more information 

Say hello when you arrive 

If you have a role or wish to take any role during the Rio+20 days, we strongly encourage you to 
contact the ICLEI team as soon as possible. Where and how you can find us in Rio will be 
communicated later. 

Inform us about how we can contact you 

During such a large event in various buildings, the best way to communicate is via text messages or by 
email. Especially for all those with a role, please let us have your mobile number, be it a national 
mobile or a Brazilian number. Please send it to us by email to rio20@iclei.org. 

Check emails and the website frequently 

In order to help all local government representatives who will be in Rio to get inside in the 
negotiations and to best network, emails will be sent out with pertinent information to all delegates 
registered via ICLEI and to those who express their wish to be included.  Please check your emails as 
frequently as possible while in Rio.  

Wifi will probably be provided at the conference venues. Moreover, please check regularly our 
website at www.iclei.org/rio20. 

ICLEI contact points at Rio+20 

At the UN Conference, ICLEI will be represented through the President as well as a variety of 
Executive Committee Members, Member cities and senior staff. The next update to this document will 
include more information on this. 

In Rio de Janeiro, you will be able to connect with several ICLEI staff members in case you need any 
information or just want to say hello.  Below, please find their phone numbers and email addresses. 

Rio+20 general inquiries 

 

Susanne Salz, Head of the ICLEI Secretary General’s Office 

Susanne.salz@iclei.org 

Delegation access, “emergency 
number” etc. 

To be announced 

Global Town Hall Francesca Schraffl, GTH Coordinator 

Francesca.schraffl@iclei.org 

 

Rio+20 Team 

Our team at the World Secretariat can certainly also assist you: 

ICLEI World Secretariat 

Kaiser-Friedrich-Strasse 7 

D-53113 Bonn, Germany 

Tel:  +49-228 / 97 62 99 11 

Email: rio20@iclei.org 
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XI. Further reading 

More Information 

The official UNCSD website for Rio+20 contains much information including logistical information.  

Please visit http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/logistics.html to find out more. See also the links below. 

Relevant links 

Please find some relevant links that might answer some of your questions: 

ICLEI Rio+20 website: www.iclei.org/local2012 

UN Rio+20 website: http://www.uncsd2012.org/  

UN Rio+20 FAQ’s: http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/majorgroups_faq.html 

Government of Brazil Rio+20 website: http://www.rio20.gov.br/?set_language=en 

Referenced documents 

A list of documents for Rio+20 which are of particular relevance for Local Governments and which 

have been mentioned in this briefing: 

ICLEI Rio+20 Briefing Sheet (2011)  

http://local2012.iclei.org/fileadmin/files/ICLEI_Rio_20_Briefing_Sheet_20110906.pdf 

ICLEI’s Submission to the Zero Draft Document in November 2011 

http://local2012.iclei.org/fileadmin/files/ICLEI_Submission_for_Rio_20_Zero_Draft_20111031_01.p

df 

UN Preliminary Information 

http://local2012.iclei.org/fileadmin/files/UN_Preliminary_Information_24.5.12.pdf 

UN Rio+20 Conference Schedule 

http://local2012.iclei.org/fileadmin/files/UN_Rio_20_Conference_Schedule.pdf 

List of Urban or LG related events at Rio+20 

http://local2012.iclei.org/fileadmin/files/Urban_or_LG_related_events_at_Rio_20.pdf 

Stakeholder Forum Photobook of Key Negotiators 

http://local2012.iclei.org/fileadmin/files/Stakeholder_Forum_Photobook_Rio_20web.pdf 

Sustainable Development Dialogues Information 

http://local2012.iclei.org/fileadmin/files/The_Dialogues_Manual_EN__3_.pdf 


